
I want to be a firefighter… 
What do I need to do? 

 
 

A guide to get you from the couch to Firefighter! 
 

Author: Adam Fortino 
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Our Mission:  

Our mission is to prepare you for the day it matters.  

We aim to have you leave here confident in your 
ability to perform well. We know that with proper 
training and dedication you will step up and take 
action when the time comes.  

About Code 3 Coaching:  

As a local firefighter/paramedic, I feel that it is my 
duty to share my knowledge and experience with 
those willing to receive it. Along my journey in 
firefighting and EMS I have had many mentors help 
me along my way. My hope is to pass on all of the 
knowledge and wisdom that was given to me.  

Classes offered:  

- Firefighter Panel Interview Prep 
- CPR & AED: Community 
- CPR & AED: Corporate 
- BLS CPR & AED: Healthcare provider  
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YES         NO  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Move on to page 6        Move to page 7 

Register as a student with a 
Jr College that has an 
Fire Science program. 

 
Takes longer (1-2 Years) but you 

will achieve a degree at the end of 
the program 

 

Look up Fire Academies 

(Compare pricing, Program start 
dates, Duration, legitimacy) 

 
 

Shorter programs (6-9 months) but 
likely more expensive and higher fail 

rates. 

Take a CPR course 
 

Commit yourself to your goal! 
 

Register for an EMT-B course. 
Pass Course! 

Take the National Registry  
(National Standardized Test) 

 

Do you want/ need a degree? 
 

Apply for EMT-B jobs 
Ambulances & Fire Departments 

(You can work & gain experience during your fire training.) 

Start Panel Interview Prep! 
You will need it for every job you go for. 

Take the necessary tests that departments are requiring. 
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How long is this going to take? 
 
CPR Certification     1 Day 
EMT-B        2 Weeks – 3Months 
Paramedic School     10 Months – 2 Years 
Fire Academy      6 – 9 Months 
Fire Degree       1 – 2 Years 

*Factor for downtime between programs* 

 
 

Once you are CPR Certified and an EMT-B, 
you are qualified for 70% of the  

departments out there.  
Now start adding feathers in your cap to make yourself 

more appealing to departments! 
 
 

Do not stop when you get your EMT-B, graduate the fire 
academy or when you get hired. Keep striving to be your 

best. 
 
 
 

Everyday!  
Continue to better yourself everyday! 
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So, you want/need to gain a degree? 
 

There are many Jr. Colleges that offer Fire Technology or 
Fire Science courses. Google search your area and your local 

colleges to help you find the ones closest to you. 
 

• Check the prerequisites and requirements so that you 
do not miss the application period. 
 

• If you are able, try to take a course in the interim 
semester before your classes start. This will likely give 
you priority registration as a returning student. 

 

• Set a solid structured plan for how you will navigate 
your 2- or 4-year program. Having a set plan will allow 
you to have a tangible end date. As a byproduct you will 
continue to feel motivated as you chop away at classes. 
 

• You are starting your fire service career with these 
classes. Network appropriately with classmates as well 
as your instructors. 
 

• Dedicate yourself to what you are studying. This will 
only make things easier for you when you’re are in a 
hired fire academy 
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No need/desire for a degree.  
Let’s get this done! 

 
There are great programs out there. You need to do your 
research on which program is going to work best for you. 
Make sure you are well informed before making your final 

choice.  
 

Things to consider: 
 Cost 
 Class times 
 Prerequisites 
 Total duration 
 Requirements while in academy 

Do they follow the state fire marshal Firefighter 1 
curriculum? 

 
These programs require your full commitment. You will 
need to have conversations with your family and friends 
about your level of required dedication. Tell them that this 
needs to be high on your priority list. You will miss things; 
this is the sacrifice you are making to have a better life in 
your dream job. 
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You have now passed your EMT-B! 
You are working as an EMT-B! 

You have graduated your  
degree program or fire academy! 

 
Now what? 

 
If you have been doing Panel Interview Prep since the start 
then you may even have a job before you get to this page. 

 
If you are still waiting for a department to select you then 

don’t stop now. 
 

Options to consider: 
 Paramedic school  

(1- to 2-year program) 
Department sponsored programs   

(Cadet, explorer, reserve, paid call, etc)  
(Duration is program dependent) 

Volunteering in your community 
Expand your life experiences 
Gain a trades skill 
Networking is going to go further than you think so… 

Network!  Network!  Network! 
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Preparing you for the  
day it matters. 


